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New Offenham Rd/Elm Road roundabout in Evesham – Works are progressing well in building this new roundabout which once finished will reduce congestion at this junction. Apologises for any inconvenience whilst the traffic lights are in situ. 

Highway issues:-

1. HGV’s and the Advisory Lorry Routes - The new Worcestershire lorry route signs guiding all lorries from Evesham to follow the Advisory Lorry Routes have now been erected. They include specific mention of Kanes, Unipart and Honeybourne Industrial parks.
2. Footpath closure - Notice is given of the closure of Footpath NM-534, North & Middle Littleton for its entire length in order to facilitate the installation of a portable water main from 1st December for 11 days approximately.
3. White lines on roads have been repainted around the area
As always, if you have any issues on any Highways matters, please report it on the WCC website http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/report_it  Also remember a photo of the Highways problem is as good as “a thousand words” so always take a photo where possible. 
School Bus – South Meadows

The south meadows estate is less than 2 miles from the school so any pupil living on the estate would not be eligible for school transport as the statutory distance for eligibility is over 3 miles and as this is the case WCC do not provide transport from this location. The 3 mile rule is from the home address to the school via the shortest walking route.

Blackminster School

The WCC are working with the Governors and Head Teacher at Blackminster to devise a new plan for the school now some of the feeder schools have chosen to add a sixth year.
Sidor Meats in Blackminster
I received a complaint from a resident about the smoke from this polish sausage manufacturer drifting across his garden. I have reported it as a nuisance to the WRS. Also Planning Enforcement is involved as a planning application is needed for a new extractor/flue

O&S review on Planning Enforcement

A 77 page Review on WDC Planning Enforcement has been published listing 12 recommendations to give the residents of Wychavon a better service. A copy of the report can be found under “Scrutiny Reports” on http://www.wychavon.gov.uk/scrutiny-library
I have asked all Parish Councils to write and support these recommendations.

Satellite Broadband 

For residents who live outside the village boundary and are still suffering from poor Broadband, the County Council has launched a Satellite Broadband scheme (worth up to £400) which pays for the installation at your premises. See the web page below for more information;

http://www.superfastworcestershire.com/better-broadband-scheme
Rural Cinema

A date for your diary,  on Saturday 21st January 2017 at Pebworth village Hall, there will be a Rural Cinema. The film has yet to be announced, but if you want tickets, please contact me. If you are looking at Rural Cinema for your village, then I may be able to help – contact me.

Divisional Funds. 

Two requests this month for grants from the fund:

1. Honeybees WI have put in a request for some new tables. 

2. Pebworth in Bloom have put in a request to refurbish the old telephone box to use it to store the village defibrillator 

3. Cleeve prior Heritage Centre have requested a contribution to the new toilets.

Please remind all community organisations in your village that I have a Divisional Fund which can give small grants (normally up to £500) to help with purchasing new equipment or services that will help their organisation flourish. 

Businesses booming

And finally following the news that Worcestershire is the 3rd fastest growing economy in the UK, there has been a lot of good news stories from local businesses in the last month. 

For example, I attended a very interesting presentation by the MD of Evesham Vale Growers (EVG) who have invested £25m in the state of the art tomato growing facility which is a model of sustainability. They harvest rainwater to grow tomatoes in hydroponic systems in a huge greenhouse. The waste from both the growing and packing operations powers an anaerobic digester (AD) that in turn produces digestate and biogas. Carbon dioxide and heat are also generated by the AD, both of which are utilised in the greenhouse growing operation. The carbon dioxide makes the tomatoes grow bigger, and the heat and special LED lights means tomatoes can be grown all year round. The biogas is sold into the national grid, and digestate is spread on their crops rather than having to use expensive chemical fertilisers. Any vegetable and salad waste with little calorific value for the ADs is fed to their 350 head of Aberdeen Angus beef cattle, which then produce manure that is a good feedstuff for the digester. A complete circle of sustainable horticulture, but the best part of this process is the vision that sees a great future for growing tomatoes in the Vale of Evesham as currently we import 85% to 95% of all tomatoes sold in the UK. With this new process, tomatoes can be grown here all year round, and so the future looks bright! EVG already produce 240 tonnes of tomatoes per week and supply many of our UK Supermarkets including Sainsbury, Co-Op and Morrisons. Well done EVG, and we look forward to when Evesham tomatoes are as well known nationally as Evesham Asparagus!

If you have any good news local stories then let me know, as I am a great believer that good news needs publicity. 
Your District & County Councillor, Alastair Adams can be contacted on adams.pebworth@gmail.com  or mobile 07725 979 277
