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Worcestershire County Council – New Corporate Plan

See the new corporate plan - http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20088/about_your_council/109/worcestershires_corporate_plan
There is much to be celebrated in what has been achieved so far, and the Council has ambitious plans to continue to improve and develop the County.

Did you know that Worcestershire;- 

· is one of the fastest growing economies in the Country

· has 9 out of 10 schools rated good or outstanding

· delivered 16,000 apprenticeships between 2012-2015

· has over 90% homes able to connect to Superfast Broadband

· will be building a new regional interchange railway station called Worcestershire Parkway that will connect the  Worcester to London network with Birmingham to Bristol network just off junction 7 of the M5 

There is lots more in the plan, and it is worth a read.

Worcestershire LTP4 (4th Local Transport Plan)  is out to consultation, closes 17th March 2017 – see  http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/LTP
County Council Budget 2017/18, and Council Tax 2017/18

It is that time of year when Council Budgets are approved and this has direct impact on the Council Tax you pay.

Central Government have allowed County Councils to increase local tax by a maximum of 4.9% (of which 3% can only be used solely for Adult Social Care, and 1.9% for other uses) 

As you have heard on national news, Adult Social Care is consuming ever more of the budget of all councils. This is partly due to the aging population, but one fact the media often forget to mention is that Council Adult Social Services are means tested, and so the majority of elderly people do not get any help from Adult Social Services, or if they do and have assets of more than £23,000, they are charged for the service used. 

So what sounds like a simple media headline that all Adult Social Services need more money, is in fact much more complicated than at first glance. Currently Adult Social Services consumes £131million of the WCC budget ( over 40%). How any extra money raised by higher taxes is used and what outcomes the extra money can produce is difficult. Also there are many elderly people that are above the threshold of assets so cannot claim free Adult Social Care, but have a limited income, and struggle to pay their existing bills, so any increase in their council tax has a direct impact on their livelihoods. 

So you can see, there are many more issues that have to be faced when the County Council are determining the budget, and setting the council tax. 

So there has been much debate at County Council over the last few months and they have decided not to increase council tax by the maximum of 4.9%. Instead at the Worcestershire County Council meeting on Thursday 9th February, the Council proposed a budget of £318million, and a 2.94% increase in council tax (2% ring-fenced for Adult Social Care, and 0.94% for other). 

This 2.94% increase equates to £33 increase on the Worcestershire County Council tax band D for 2017/18. 

This cautious approach will mean there will be extra help for Adult Social Care in Worcestershire, but also keeps the council tax increases low. Worcestershire still has as one of the lowest Council Tax in the country.

Your local tax demand is made up of 5 different state bodies; the County Council, the District Council, the Parish Council, the Police, and the Fire & Rescue Services.  Each of these can decide their own increase so when you get you council tax demand, you will see the breakdown between these 5 organisations.
Highways issues :-

1. New Offenham Rd/Elm Road roundabout in Evesham – Works completed and many residents have confirmed it is a big improvement and reduces congestion at this junction.

2. Road surface Blacksmiths Close, South Littleton – Highways have agreed to inspect this road surface to see when it needs to be re-surfaced.

As always, if you have any issues on any Highways matters, please report it on the WCC website http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/report_it Also remember a photo of the Highways problem is as good as “a thousand words” so always take a photo where possible. 
Divisional Funds. 

1. Cleeve Prior Wharf – grant requested for life buoy, table and sign – grant processed.

2. Bretforton Cricket Club has applied for a grant for a new scoreboard. A £500 grant has been paid

3. Freedom Disco, Badsey for people with learning disabilities  – grant paid for the mini bus

4. Honeybees WI have put in a request for some new tables - awaiting more info

One last call to action for any South Littleton community organisation that need funds, there is still some Divisional Grant money available but all grant applications need to be emailed to me before the end of February.
Your District & County Councillor, Alastair Adams can be contacted on adams.pebworth@gmail.com  or mobile 07725 979 277
