County Councillor Report- Petrus
Month: April 2020
Prepared by Alastair Adams,  
Littletons Division, Worcestershire County Council
Dear All

Update on the vaccines rolled out in Worcestershire
See https://herefordshireandworcestershireccg.nhs.uk/covid-19-vaccine for more up to date information showing where you can be vaccinated and what to expect when you arrive. The good news is Worcestershire is one of the best performing counties in the roll-out for vaccinations.

Patients are reminded that the GP’s or NHS are contacting people in priority groups when it is their turn to receive the vaccine; people over 50’s are now being called. However, if you know your NHS number (10 digits) you can use the following website to book a vaccination and are eligible (ie of a certain age). See https://www.nhs.uk/book-a-coronavirus-vaccination/do-you-have-an-nhs-number
To see the latest statistics on vaccinations  – see https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-vaccinations/ 

And in Worcestershire see

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/648/worcestershire_covid-19_vaccinations_dashboard 
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Even if you have received the vaccine, you must still follow the national lock down rules. 

Besides the vaccine roll-out, the other big news since my last report is good progress is being made with the Government’s roadmap out of Lockdown. For full details see - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021/covid-19-response-spring-2021-summary 
Roll on 12th April when I can get my hair cut and drink a pint in the pub gardens!

More Investment in our County’s infrastructure. Last month the County Council confirmed the budget for 2021/22. There is a small increase in the County Council’s share of the council tax of 1% for Adult Social Care levy and 1.5% to support new investments that the public have requested in areas like Footways & Highways, but this still keeps Worcestershire as having one of the lowest council tax in the UK.
The extra investment means;- 
· Normally the County spends £14m on the maintenance of roads, but will spend over £20m in 2020/21 and another £20m+ in 2021/22. (Worcestershire Roads are already some of the best maintained  in the UK)

· The expenditure on maintaining Footways/Cycleways is equally impressive, the County will be spending £6m this year and £7.3m next year. For example:
· New zebra crossings in Honeybourne & in Broadway.

· New cycleway from South Littleton to Blackminster School.
Roadmap out of Lockdown
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COVID-19 STATISTICS LOCALLY

Last week in Wychavon 
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This week in Wychavon 
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Official statistics and information are available on the links below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-track-coronavirus-cases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-covid-19-surveillance-reports#history


Download the NHS COVID-19 app today

https://covid19.nhs.uk/  



Self-isolation support payment

From Monday, 28 September 2020, you are required by law to self-isolate if you are told to do so by NHS Test and Trace.

The Government has introduced a £500 support payment to help people on low incomes who have to self-isolate. The scheme will run until 31 January 2021 but is being kept under review by the Government. See for more details; 

https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/community-and-living/coronavirus-covid-19-update/self-isolation-support-payment 

How to get a COVID-19 test

Currently there is good testing capacity in Worcestershire. Supply is meeting demand in the county. To organise a test go to 

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20769/coronavirus_covid-19/2247/coronavirus_covid-19_testing 



WHERE CAN I GET FURTHER INFORMATION, HELP AND ADVICE?
Reminder that the Here2Help website www.worcestershire.gov.uk/here2help is the first point of contact if people want to offer assistance or gain support. The other option is the telephone contact number which is staffed 8am-6pm 6 days a week – 01905 768053. 

Carers who support a family member or friend who require support should contact the Worcestershire Association of Carers on www.carersworcs.org.uk  or call the Helpline 0300 012 4272.
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/coronavirus
NHS Website for information on Coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Financial support for you

If you are struggling financially then the advice is to make a claim for Universal Credit, Council Tax Support and other benefits you may be eligible for.
There is more information on the coronavirus employments and benefits page.
Help paying your Council Tax

You can apply online for Council Tax Support if you are struggling to pay your bill.

More information is available on our Benefits and Council Tax page.

Even if you are not eligible for Council Tax Support, you still may be able to defer your payments for a short period or spread them over 12 months instead of ten.

Please contact the Council’s team by emailing Revenues@southworcestershirerevenues.gov.uk or call 03004 560560 to discuss your circumstances and they will do their best to help you.



Support for businesses

The Council’s new business support programme, Here2Help Business is live  http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20807/here2help_business
It is a £3m programme designed to assist local Worcestershire Businesses to recover, adapt, develop and support future resilience as lockdown measures reduce.
	Also see the Government website www.businesssupport.gov.uk which has details of all the support available to businesses. And for Worcestershire businesses – see www.business-central.co.uk 


Other support available

Please check the Government’s website for information about support for business during COVID-19.
Worcestershire Business Central are there to advise local businesses on grant funding and support helping you restart and recover. Please see their website, call them on 01905 677 888 or email  info@business-central.co.uk.

Please also see the Chamber of Commerce Herefordshire and Worcestershire Coronavirus information hub.



Furlough scheme extended

The furlough scheme is to have a five-month extension into Spring 2021 with employees receiving 80% of their current salary for hours not worked.
There will be increases to self-employed support through the Self-Employment Income Support Scheme (SEISS). This will be increased, with the third grant covering November to January calculated at 80% of average trading profits, up to a maximum of £7,500.  More information on the support available from these schemes is here.





 Support given to Worcestershire employees & employers
· 39,700 employees were furloughed as at end of January = 14.7% of workforce

· 17,000 grants given totalling £140m

· 753 Coronavirus Business Interruption Loans Schemes (CBILS) totalling nearly £200m
· 12,228 bounce back loans valued at £353m

Update on flooding in Broad Marston

Good progress has been made in the last month;- 
· Noleham Brook was cleared of fallen trees by the owners of Broad Marston Manor. They are also repairing the drainage pipe from the ditch between the Manor and Ruby House

· The ditch from Priory Lane along Broad Marston Rd and around the forest has been dug out with thanks to James from White Cottage and Brian from Henson Plant Hire

· WCC will start work to build the headwall on the bank of Noleham brook at the end of the ditch behind Cotswold View end of March/beginning of April. This ditch in normal times takes the water off the road to the brook, but in flood situations the brook fills up the ditch and pours water onto the road. A cement bag headwall level with the wooden footbridge with a small pipe and non-return flap would prevent this occurring.

· Drawings and calculations for the building of the bund in the flood plain/wetlands on Heart of England Forest field have been completed, and hopefully in April a meeting will occur to submit these to the Environment Agency. 

· Pebworth Parish Lengthsman to check non return flaps working correctly on drains from end of Priory Lane to Noleham Brook

Highways:
There are quite a lots and lots  of roadworks in the area over the next month, so please visit  https://one.network/  to see all the details. 
1. Road closure in Station Rd Honeybourne/ Buckle Street for Zebra Crossing to be finished and anti-skid surfacing to applied end of March
2. B4085 closed Badsey/South Littleton from 6th April to 7th May for new cycleway to Blackminster School to be built
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As always, if you have any issues on any Highways matters, please report it on the WCC website http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/report_it 

Also remember a photo of the Highways problem is as good as “a thousand words” so always take a photo where possible. 

County Council Divisional Fund

The fund is now closed until June 2021
Your County Councillor, Alastair Adams can be contacted on adams.pebworth@gmail.com  or mobile 07725 979 277 or www.alastairadams.org 
