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Littletons Division, Worcestershire County Council
County Council Budget 2017/18, and Council Tax 2017/18

It is that time of year when Council Budgets are approved and this has direct impact on the Council Tax you pay.

Central Government have allowed County Councils to increase local tax by a maximum of 4.9% (of which 3% can only be used solely for Adult Social Care, and 1.9% for other uses) 

As you have heard on national news, Adult Social Care is consuming ever more of the budget of all councils. This is partly due to the aging population, but one fact the media often forget to mention is that Council Adult Social Services are means tested, and so the majority of elderly people do not get any help from Adult Social Services, or if they do and have assets of more than £23,000, they are charged for the service used. 
So what sounds like a simple media headline that all Adult Social Services need more money, is in fact much more complicated than at first glance. Currently Adult Social Services consumes £131million of the WCC budget ( over 40%). How any extra money raised by higher taxes is used and what outcomes the extra money can produce is difficult. Also there are many elderly people that are above the threshold of assets so cannot claim free Adult Social Care, but have a limited income, and struggle to pay their existing bills, so any increase in their council tax has a direct impact on their livelihoods. 

So you can see, there are many more issues that have to be faced when the County Council are determining the budget, and setting the council tax. 

So there has been much debate at County Council over the last few months and they have decided not to increase council tax by the maximum of 4.9%. Instead at the Worcestershire County Council meeting on Thursday 9th February, the Council proposed a budget of £318million, and a 2.94% increase in council tax (2% ring-fenced for Adult Social Care, and 0.94% for other). 
This 2.94% increase equates to £33 increase on the Worcestershire County Council tax band D for 2017/18. 

This cautious approach will mean there will be extra help for Adult Social Care in Worcestershire, but also keeps the council tax increases low. Worcestershire still has as one of the lowest Council Tax in the country.
Your local tax demand is made up of 5 different state bodies; the County Council, the District Council, the Parish Council, the Police, and the Fire & Rescue Services.  Each of these can decide their own increase so when you get you council tax demand, you will see the breakdown between these 5 organisations.
Highway issues:-

1. New Offenham Rd/Elm Road roundabout in Evesham – The new roundabout is now finished,  and it is good to hear it is reducing congestion.

2. Juggernauts using Boat Lane, Ferry lane – residents have complained about the occasional juggernauts that get stuck on these narrow lanes. Highways are looking to see if there is anything that can be done.

As always, if you have any issues on any Highways matters, please report it on the WCC website http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/report_it  Also remember a photo of the Highways problem is as good as “a thousand words” so always take a photo where possible. 
Allotments – land off Boat Lane
I have spoken to Place Partnerships about the land off Boat Lane where the PC are keen to build allotments. Supposedly the WCC are interested in selling this land, and could sell it to the Parish Council, but they have to go through a process before they are able to discuss this further with the PC.
In the meantime, the land could be nominated for an “Asset of Community Value” via the WDC
Divisional Funds. 

1. Honeybees WI have put in a request for some new tables - awaiting more info

2. Cleeve Prior Wharf – grant requested for life buoy, table and sign – awaiting more info

 One last call to action for any Offenham  community organisation that need funds, there is still some Divisional Grant money available but all grant applications need to be emailed me with the following details before the end of February :-

To process a grant request, please supply the following information:
1. A paragraph about the community organisation and how it benefits the Community – ie when it started, number of volunteers who help run it,  the number of residents that regularly use it etc 

2. Ideally two quotes for the equipment/product/service you need, and why
you need it. (although internet prices are acceptable, so you can send me
the link to the internet pages) 

3. Bank details of the organisation – sort code,
account number 

4. Main Contact details for the organisation (email, tel, address)  

5. Is the organisation vat registered? 

6. Can the organisation claim back vat?
Your District & County Councillor, Alastair Adams can be contacted on adams.pebworth@gmail.com  or mobile 07725 979 277
