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School funding in Worcestershire going up!

The Education Secretary announced £2.6 billion in extra school funding over the next two years, including a commitment to rise the per pupil funding of all secondary schools in the UK to £4,800 per year. Schools in Worcestershire have average per pupil funding of £4,319 so this announcement will have a huge and welcome impact in the county. 

Improvement funding announced for Worcestershire Hospitals

An extra £29million has been announced for Worcestershire NHS Acute Hospital trust. At the Alexandra in Redditch, the funding is set to improve the operating theatres so that the hospital can be developed into a centre of excellence for planned surgery, as well as provide a new children’s outpatient department, women’s centre and improved endoscopy facilities. At the Worcestershire Royal, the funding will provide 81 new general and acute beds and increase car parking capacity by 140 spaces. 

Riverside Shopping Centre 

A Stratford upon Avon company, Chase Commercial, has purchased the Riverside Shopping Centre in Evesham, and there are high hopes they can bring this town centre area back to life.

Highways

1. Various  patching, re-surfacing and new kerbs are being done around the area.
2. £6m pavement fund – the WCC is finalising which pavements in the area will be re-surfaced. The pavement outside the British Legion has been flagged up as needing doing. A reminder has been sent to all Parishes to use their lengthsman to keep weeds and grass off pavements.
3. Remains of the burnt out Audi TT on Three Cocks Lane were removedfrom the layby.
As always, if you have any issues on any Highways matters, please report it on the WCC website http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/report_it Also remember a photo of the Highways problem is as good as “a thousand words” so always take a photo where possible. 
Mobile Speed cameras in Buckle Street 
After many complaints of speeding along this road, Safer Road Partnerships have agreed to put a mobile speed camera along this road– so watch out and drive at the speed limit along Buckle Street or you may get a speeding ticket!

Boat Lane - allotments

Place Partnerships have confirmed the land in Boat Lane has been valued, and in the opinion of the agent the land has “potential for future promotion as a residential development site” and as such “the recommendation is that it is fenced and let for short term

grazing.”  I have expressed my disappointment that the WCC are not considering letting it to the Parish Council for allotments, and will continue to apply pressure to get them to change their minds. 
Divisional Fund

The divisional fund is now open for business again, and offering help in providing small grants to help community voluntary organisation. So if you need a grant to help the community, then please email me details of what you need.

A good example of how the divisional fund works is the following:-

Matt & Sue Henson wanted a grant to help start a new under11 football team. The new club is called Honeybourne Harriers and they wanted a grant for the kid’s Football kit & training equipment – I managed to obtain a grant of £650 to help them.

Also this month I have given a small grant of £50 to the Evesham Rambling Club for signs they are erecting on footpath signs around the area. They walked the footpaths around the area and help keep them cleared. If you are interested in joining them, then please contact them on https://eveshamramblingclub.org.uk/
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