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Another year flown by!
There have been a lot of improvements to Offenham and the surrounding area carried out with the help of Worcestershire County Council.  Here is a reminder of some of the things that have happened over the last 12 months;- 

1. Flooding in 3 Cocks lane – Highways installed a major new drainage system in April to help alleviate flooding on this road.
2. New signs erected directing HGV’s  to avoid weight restricted roads and weak bridges. Installed by Worcestershire and Warwickshire County Councils. Also Unipart re-inforce the Lorry Advisory Map to all their hauliers and erected new signs and printed new literature.
3. New Bus shelter Main Street opposite shop installed in June by Highways using the section 106 monies for the David Wilson Homes site. 
4. Speed checks are continuing to be done by PC Jamie lee and the 2 CSO Bradley & Elliot around the area
5. Mobile Speed cameras in Badsey and Shinehill Lane -. The good news , (or maybe the bad news if you get a ticket!) is West Mercia Safer Road have now agreed to add 2 sites to their Mobile Speed Enforcement cameras in the area from July.
6. Offenham Rd/Elm Road roundabout – we eventually got agreement after 3 years of pushing! Work started in November, and it is now all finished – Feedback from residents that use it during rush hour say it is a big improvement. 
7. Double yellow lines painted outside the Blackminster Business Park 

8. Request for drop kerbs either side of the entrance way into Offenham CoE Primary School – installed in Sept
9. Abandon roadworks signs - Offenham Rd Evesham – were reported and the signs collected by bridge over A46
10. Road markings re-painted - The Give Way road markings have been re-painted at junction with Boat Lane 
11. Poor quality patch by Severn Trent on Main St reported and repaired.
12. The Parish are looking to purchase an additional VAS (vehicle Activated Signs) to move around the parish to remind drivers of the speed limits -  I have forwarded details of VAS signs.

13. The Parish are looking to purchase entrance gates for each road into Offenham. I set up a meeting with Highways to finalise the details
Topics 
1. Surfacing dressing– Spring is the start of road patching and surface dressing and many roads around the area were improved
2. Recycling - There are lots of things you should NOT put in such as batteries, black plastics, aluminium foil, old flower pots, electrical appliances, old saucepans, shoes, cloths, etc. And unfortunately if you do put these things in, they you are wasting them! Many of these items can be recycled in the right place –either at certain recycling sites at various shops, or at the Household Recycling Centres.
So please help the environment and only put into the Green bin the items as specified on the top of your green bin or as per the website http://www.severnwaste.com/envirosort/what-can-i-recycle/
Wychavon District Council distributed new labels in December to be fixed to your Green bins telling you what can be recycled to help re-inforce the message. 
3. WCC Driving Home Highways programme - An extra £12m is being spent on rural roads over 2 years. I have identified several roads in my Division requiring attention. 
4. Worcestershire has one of the fastest growing economies in the UK, and the District Council and the County Council has put the economy as one of their key priorities in their new corporate plans. A good example of how the councils can attract new businesses into the area is Boardman Bikes who have just announced its plans to develop its World Class Centre at The Valley in Evesham. 
5. Geo-thermal heat to heat glass houses in Offenham?
The council funded a project looking at using geo-thermal heat. Offenham supposedly has a geological advantageous position for low carbon heat networks……

6. Allotments 

The land the PC wanted to build allotments off Boat Lane may now be available to buy from the WCC-  Place Partnerships 

7.  Council Tax – WCC decided not to increase council tax by the maximum of 4.9%. Instead at the Worcestershire County Council meeting on Thursday 9th February, the Council proposed a budget of £318million, and a 2.94% increase in council tax (2% ring-fenced for Adult Social Care, and 0.94% for other). 

This 2.94% increase equates to £33 increase on the Worcestershire County Council tax band D for 2017/18. 

This cautious approach will mean there will be extra help for Adult Social Care in Worcestershire, but also keeps the council tax increases low. Worcestershire still has as one of the lowest Council Tax in the country.
Councillor’s Divisional Fund

1. Offenham Youth Club – grant paid for games console 

2. Offenham village hall – grant paid for Broadband installation

Your County Councillor, Alastair Adams can be contacted on adams.pebworth@gmail.com  or mobile 07725 979 277 or www.alastairadams.org
End of report.
